The Wnt signaling pathway in solid childhood tumors.
The Wnt signaling pathway has long been known to direct growth and patterning during embryonic development. Recent evidence also implicates this pathway in the development of childhood tumors of the liver, the kidney, the brain, and the pancreas. Here, we review the current evidence on how constitutive activation of the Wnt signaling pathway may occur in hepato-, nephro-, medullo- and pancreatoblastomas. With particular emphasis the mutational activation of CTNNB1, an emerging major oncogene in solid childhood tumors, is discussed.